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Common Name: False chinch bug   

Scientific Name: Nylsius raphanus Howard 

Order and Family: Hemiptera, Lygaeidae 

Size and Appearance: 

 Length (mm) Appearance 

Egg 1.5 x 0.4  
 have a pinkish hue 

Larva/Nymph <3  

 small 

 wingless 

 abdominal orange markings 

 becomes larger and darker mottled brown with each successive 
instar (5 nymphal instars)  

Adult 3 – 4  

 grey with some brown markings 

 forewings are thick and leathery, and hindwings are clear and 
membranous  

   

Type of feeder (Chewing, sucking, etc.): Piercing sucking mouthparts 

Host plant/s: The false chinch bug is a pest of beets, potatoes, cabbage, and other crucifers and is 
sometimes found on cotton, tobacco, grape, corn and sorghums. 

Description of Damage (larvae and adults): The false chinch bug uses its piercing-sucking mouthparts to 
puncture stems, or fruits, then suck the sap out of plants. When the chinch bug occurs at low densities, 
plant damage is rarely reported. However, when large aggregations occur on plants, feeding damage can 
result in wilting, curling, and death of leaves, particularly newer growth. Though feeding damage from 



false chinch bugs is rarely a concern for fruit and vegetable producers, unusually high aggregations have 
been reported to result in the death of young orchard seedlings.  
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