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Common Name: Black Pecan Aphid 
 
Scientific Name:  Melanocallis caryaefoliae 
 
Order and Family: Hemiptera, Aphididae 
 
Size and Appearance:  
 

 Length (mm) Appearance 

Egg  
 
 

 

Larva/Nymph  
 
 

Yellowish-green to olive green in color 

Adult  
 
 

Dark green to black in color 

Pupa (if applicable)  
 
 

 

 
Type of feeder (Chewing, sucking, etc.): Piercing/sucking mouthparts for feeding on plant juices. 
 
Host plant/s: Primary host is pecan trees 
 
Description of Damage (larvae and adults): Adults and nymphs feed on the leaves of pecan trees. It is 
believed that their saliva degrades chlorophyll in the leaves, resulting in leaf chlorosis. Heavy feeding 
can cause severe leaf loss which then affects nut yield and quality and return bloom. Excessive feeding 
causes buildup of honeydew and the subsequent development of sooty mold.  
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