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Common Name: Red currant aphid, currant blister aphid 
 
Scientific Name: Cryptomyzus ribis 
 
Order and Family: Hemiptera, Aphididae 
 
Size and Appearance:  
 

 Length (mm) Appearance 

Egg  Shiny black 

Larva/Nymph  Yellowish in color, similar to 
adults but smaller 

Adult 1.2-2.5mm 
 

Shiny, creamy white to pale 
yellowish green, body with 
capitate hairs 

Pupa (if applicable)   

 
 
Type of feeder:  Piercing-sucking 
 
Host plant/s: Currants and gooseberries; secondary hosts are motherwort and marsh betony  
 
Description of Damage (larvae and adults): The nymphs and adults feed on leaves and cause cupping, 
distortion and red color. Light damage is aesthetic only but when population is large, heavy feeding 
cause loss of plant vigor and thus can affect yield and quality of fruit. 
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