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Common Name: Basswood Leaf Miner 
 
Scientific Name: Baliosus nervosus, Baliosus ruber synonym 
 
Order and Family: Coleoptera:  Chrysomeloidea 
 
Size and Appearance:  

 Length (mm) Appearance 

Egg   

Larva/Nymph 6mm Brownish-red head and thorax with white abdomen. 

Adult 7mm Reddish-yellow with dark markings and have textured 
elytra (outer wings). Body shape is broad, flat, and wedge 
shaped. 

Pupa (if applicable)   

 
Type of feeder (Chewing, sucking, etc.): Chewing 
 
Host plant/s: Basswood, oak, maple, willow, birch, hophornbeam, apple, and cherry. 
 
Description of Damage (larvae and adults): Adult Basswood Leaf Miners feed on the outer leaf surface, 
skeletonizing the leaf tissue. Females oviposit between the outer layers of the leaves. When the larvae 
hatch, they create mines in a blotch pattern by feeding between the upper and lower dermal layers. 
When infestations are severe, entire leaves may appear skeletonized as the tissues dry up.  
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