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Common Name: Twolined Spittlebug 
 
Scientific Name: Prosapia bicinta 
 
Order and Family: Hemiptera, Cercopidae 
 
Size and Appearance:  
 

 Length (mm) Appearance 

Egg  
0.96 – 1.06 mm 

 
 

 yellow in color 
 

Larva/Nymph  
 

 yellow, orange or white in color 

 red eyes  

 brown head  

 look like a small adult without wings 

Adult  
8.0 – 10.0 mm 

 

 black with two red or orange lines that are on the 
wings 

 red eyes and abdomen 

   

 
Type of feeder (Chewing, sucking, etc.): Piercing-sucking 
 
Host plant/s: The nymphs feed on Bermuda grass, holly, redbud, cherry, centipede grass, and corn. The 
adults eat holly leaves, feeding on the undersides of the leaves. 
 
Description of Damage (larvae and adults):  
Twolined spittlebug nymphs feed on the juices of grass and can cause damage from their toxic saliva, 
causing the grass to turn yellow. The specific damage caused is leaf spotting or mottling. Twolined 
spittlebugs are not a major pest but they can cause grass to turn yellow and die. The adults feed on holly 
leaves and can cause similar damage such as leaf spotting and distortion of leaves. The damage the 
adults do to the holly leaves causes them to turn yellow and then fall off. 
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