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Common Name: Tobacco flea beetle 

Scientific Name: Epitrix hirtipennis 

Order and Family: Coleoptera, Chrysomelidae 

Size and Appearance: 

 Length (mm) Appearance 

Egg  
 tiny 

 white 

Larva/Nymph 1 – 4.2  

 white 

 slender 

 dark head 

Adult 1.4 – 2.2  

 small 

 entirely black or brown to black 

 hard-shelled 

 wing covers have rows of fine but distinct punctures 

Pupa (if 
applicable) 

  

Type of feeder (Chewing, sucking, etc.): Chewing mouthparts 

Host plant/s: The feeding seriously injures tobacco, potato, and eggplant. Occasionally injury is 
observed on tomato, pepper, and related plants.  

Description of Damage (larvae and adults): Adult beetles chew small holes in the leaves, giving them a 
sieve-like appearance. The larvae feed on underground parts of their host plants. Tobacco is seriously 
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damaged both in the seedbed and in the field. Adult feeding substantially reduces the market value of 
tobacco grown for cigar wrappers.  
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